
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 



SUBJECT: Telephone Call fron Priscilla Johnson 



1. Priscilla Johnson called this noon to sav that she 
has very recently heard fron two people, totally unrelated as 
far as she knows, that Alex Dolberg is considering returning 
to the USSR. Actually, she said, she is not sure^whether or 
not D0L3EP.0 said he is considering returning cr whether this 
is a deduction made bv her friends fron the~inf ormation avail- 
able to then. (She didn't name her two sources and I didn't 
ask for their identity.) She said she hears that DOLBERG has 
been living rather strangely lately, in London's demi-monde 
with homosexuals, drunks, beatniks, etc. He has become 
terriblv paranoid and recently refused to see a friend off at 
the airport , saying he is being followed everywhere and "they" 
are after him. He says that he was discriminated against in the 
USSR because he is Jewish and now it is "the same in the West. 

She heard also that his mother died about a year ago and 

his father is living alone and speculates that nav“have some 
affect on his desire to return. She also mentioned that some- 
one recently" fshe doesn't know iust when but thinks it was 
probably within the past several weeks) received a letter from 
DOLBERG postmarked Morocco. She has no confirmation, however, 
of his having been out of England, permanently or tenporarilv. 

2. She said she reported this because she thinks he could 
do more harm to followers of Soviet intellectual affairs, both 
in the West and in the USSR, than anyone else she can think of. 

I thanked her for calling and said maybe the best thing would 
be for someone to have a talk with DOLBERG. She agreed and 
immediately said that if he returned to the USSR he -would be 
soueezed dry and then cast aside. 

3. Comment : It seems to me that if it can be confirmed 

that DOLBERG has reached this state of worry--whether or not 
he is talking specifically of repatriating-'-then the time has 
come for an attempt to make a pitch to him. The obvious basis 
of the pitch would be: "You are washed up in the West because 
people have become convinced you are a Soviet agent. You could 
return to the USSR, but if you do they’ll squeeze you and the* — 
drop you and you're finished. Even if they didn * t’ send you t\ 
Siberia, you couldn't exist in the Soviet system after living 
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this longir. the West. You could be rehabilitated in the West, 
however, i£ you will tell all, we would help vou and would 
lear your name . If you're being constrained to work for the 
ovs through some hold, perhaps on your family, vou should know 
hat returning is not going to help then, nor* will it do any- 
thing other ^ than perpetuate the svsten." Such a pitch may" not 
work , certainly, but the circumstances seen exceedingly propitious. 



Garrv Coit 
SR/CA 






